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What character
qualities do
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Find It

How many
birds can you
find in this
magazine?

Every month Focus on the Family
Clubhouse Jr. and Clubhouse
magazines tell stories of God working
all over the world. Plus, these awardwinning publications encourage kids
to laugh, learn and grow closer to
God. Renew your subscription or
sign up a friend today! Go to:
FocusOnTheFamily.com/KidsMags.
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art by Dave Klug

APRIL SHOWERS

Nia and Gabrielle are helping their grandparents in the garden after a rainstorm.
Can you find all the things that help them stay warm and dry? Check your answers on page 30.

april 2020
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Who do you look up to?

I look up to God because
He always loves me.

I look up to my daddy.
He flies helicopters in
the Army and keeps
our country safe.

Borup, Minnesota

Clarksville, Tennessee

I look up to my mom.

Chevelle is kind, gentle,
loving and patient.

I look up to doctors because
they help people when
they’re sick.

Hillsboro, Kansas

Trout Creek, Montana

Smyrna, Tennessee

I look up to my big sister
Olivia. She is 20 years old
and wants to translate
the Bible.

Isaac R., 6

Jackson R., 6

Wally G., 8

Ellie S., 7

4

Emily S., 8

Emmaline C., 6

clubhouse jr.

CJ_0420.indd 4

2/20/20 11:46 AM

© ED KOHLER

Rochester, Minnesota

Clubhouse Jr. readers
want to know:

If you could
design a park
or playground,
what would it
look like?

My family goes to church
every Sunday. Easter is
extra special.

We read the Bible, pray
and hunt Easter eggs
to celebrate Easter.

Newmanstown, Pennsylvania

Woodbury, Tennessee

© FOTF / KEVIN ZIMMER

Tiana W., 10

Shauna S., 7

We have an Easter egg hunt together.
Stella A., 9

Waterloo, Ontario

Send your answers,
letters, artwork
and photos to:
Clubhouse Jr.
8605 Explorer Drive
Colorado Springs, CO
80920
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Or in Canada:
Focus on the Family
19946 80A Avenue
Langley, BC V2Y 0J8
Be sure to include your full
name, birthday and address
on everything you send.

Find more jokes
on page 31!
april 2020
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LE DING
THE WAY
by Becky Wilson Suggs • art by Chris Jones
based on Matthew 3:1-12

A

bigail and Asher stood with their parents on the banks of the
Jordan River. They had come to hear John the Baptist speak.
John wasn’t an ordinary man. He was a powerful preacher for
God. He lived in the wilderness and wore clothes made of camel’s
hair. Many people followed John and wanted to hear what he
had to say.
“I heard he eats locusts and honey,” Asher whispered to Abigail.
“Yuck!” she giggled.
“Shhhhhhh, children,” Father said. “This man has an important
message for us from God.”

6
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A

bigail and Asher listened closely. John’s words were
different than the lessons they heard in the temple.
“Turn from your sins and follow God,” John told the
crowd. “Then be baptized to show everyone you follow
God’s way.”
Not everyone liked what John said. Some leaders from
the temple crossed their arms and frowned at him.

april 2020
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A

bigail pulled on her father’s cloak. He knelt down.
“Why don’t the religious leaders like John?” she asked.
Their father smiled. “Do you remember the words of Isaiah
we heard at the temple?” he asked.
Abigail and Asher shook their heads.
“He said God would send someone to prepare the way for the
Messiah, the Savior of the world,” he said. “But some religious
leaders follow rules, instead of following God.”
“John is making sure everyone is ready for the Messiah,” their
mother explained. “Your father and I are ready to follow Him.”

8
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T

he children looked at each other and smiled. “I want to follow
God and be baptized too,” Asher said.
“Me too!” Abigail exclaimed. “Even though John is a little
different, I believe what he is saying.”
They all prayed together. Their family was choosing to follow
God and show the world they loved Him.
Asher and Abigail held hands as they stepped into the river.
As John reached out to them, they smiled. They knew they were
choosing to follow the right leader.

Loving Leadership
Jesus proved He was
the Messiah by fulfilling
Old Testament
prophecies and rising
from the dead. Who do
you follow? The best
leaders aren’t the ones
with the coolest toys or
best birthday parties.
Instead, good leaders,
like John, point to Jesus
and encourage you to
grow stronger in Him.
april 2020
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by Amanda Jass • art by Gary LaCoste

E

aster baskets, hunting eggs,
Bunny ears galore.
They may be fun, but they are not
What we’re rejoicing for.

S is for Save.
God sent to Earth a baby boy,
His one and only Son.
Christ Jesus came to save us
And bring hope to everyone.

Using letters to spell Easter,
Learn why we celebrate.
Let’s remember the true reason
Why this day is great.

A is for All.
They turned from their Creator,
Although that may seem odd.
Because they sinned, we all fall short
Of the glory of God.

E is for Earth.
In the beginning God made Earth.
Gave life to Adam and Eve.
Everything was perfect, but
They chose not to believe.

10 clubhouse jr.
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T is for Three.
God had a plan for Jesus
To rescue us from sin.
He died upon a wooden cross.
In three days He rose again.
E is for Eternal.
Jesus came to show the world
’Bout God’s eternal love.
Everyone who follows Him
Will live with God above.
R is for Risen.
Christ has risen from the dead.
Lord Jesus sets us free.
Our Savior and Redeemer
Has rescued you and me.

A

nd that’s what Easter’s all about,
So now you too can say,
“Christ is risen! He’s the reason
We celebrate this day!”

WHAT SALVATION IS ALL ABOUT

“God’s grace has saved you
because of your faith in
Christ.” —Ephesians 2:8

God has a plan to save you. You
can start a close relationship
with God by saying this prayer:

“Dear Jesus, |’m so glad You care
about me. | believe You loved me so
much that You died on the Cross
for me. Please come into my heart,
forgive my sins and make me Your
child. Amen.”

If you prayed this prayer, send
us a letter to the address on
page 5 to let us know. We want
to celebrate with you! And to
help you learn more about God,
we’ll send you a Bible!
april 2020
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How much
do you know
about your heart?

Your heart is the hardest-working
muscle in your body. Close your hand
into a fist. Your fist is about the same
size as your heart. Now put your hand
on the left side of your chest and feel
your heartbeat. Your heart pumps all
the time to move blood everywhere in
your body.
Your heart is amazing. God created
these animals with hardworking
hearts too.

12

Did you

? know?
A blue whale’s heartrate
will slow to only 4-8 beats
a minute when it dives
deep in the ocean.

Huge Heart

For many years, people thought a
blue whale’s heart was the size of a
small car. In May of 2014, a team from
the Royal Ontario Museum measured
a whale’s heart. It weighed about 400
pounds and was around 5 feet long,
5 feet tall and 4 feet wide. That’s not
as large as stories claimed, but it’s
still the biggest heart
on earth!
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Did you

? know?
A hummingbird’s heart can
beat as fast as 1,260 times
a minute.

Broken Heart

Zebrafish can grow back part of their
heart when it is damaged. They can
lose up to 20% of their ventricle (the
bottom part of the heart) and repair it
in eight weeks! Scientists are studying
how zebrafish heal so they can learn
more ways to fix human hearts.

Did you

? know?
BLUE WHALE PHOTO © MINDEN PICTURES; ALL OTHER ARTWORK © SHUTTERSTOCK

A zebrafish can also fix its own fins and spinal cord.
100 Feet

0 Feet
Eye

Dorsal Fin
Dorsal Ridge

Tail Flukes

Pectoral Fin

Blow Hole
Mouth

Ventral Pleats

A blue whale can grow as long as a 737 airplane
and can weigh as much as 40 elephants!

april 2020
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Heart Team

Did you

? know?
Octopuses have blue blood.

ALL IMAGES © SHUTTERSTOCK

Octopuses have three hearts. Two
of their hearts beat at the same time
and pump blood to their gills to get
more oxygen. This is how the octopus
breathes. The third heart beats by
itself and pumps blood to the
rest of the octopus’ body.

14 clubhouse jr.
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Ink sack
Gill

Siphon

New Heart

When the Bible mentions having a
“pure heart” (Psalm 51:10) or giving
God your heart (Proverbs 23:26), it’s
not talking about your physical heart.
Humans are born with broken “spiritual”
hearts because of all the bad things
we think and do. We can’t fix our
hearts, but Jesus can! He died on the
Cross so our sins can be forgiven.
When you ask Him to forgive you,
He heals your heart and
makes it new!

Trick Hearts

Earthworms have five pairs
of organs that work like hearts.
These organs pump blood to
blood vessels on the top of the worm.
The blood vessels carry the blood
along the top of the earthworm
to the other end of its body. Then
the blood vessels on the
bottom of the earthworm
send the blood back.

Did you

? know?
Tiny bristles cover earthworms’ bodies
and help them move underground.

april 2020
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“When anyone

lives in Christ,

the new

creation

has come. The
old has gone!
The new is here!”

© SHUTTERSTOCK

—2 Corinthians 5:17
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you make it
by Laura Sassi
photos by Lexie Rhodes

Barn-Yarn
Animals
These fluffy critters are fun to make.

Gather

18

Pom-Pom

Lamb

1
1 Loosely wrap a
piece of yarn
around the fat
end of a spatula
40 times.
2 Slip the yarn off
the spatula.
4
3 Tie a short piece
of yarn around
the middle of
the loops.
4 Cut the ends of the
loops to make the ball.

1 Use the template
2
to cut out a body
from gray foam.
2 Fold body in half. Tie
a white pom-pom onto
one side. Tie another
pom-pom to the
other side of the
body.
3 Cut out lamb face
4
from foam, using the
template. Glue on googly eyes.
4 Glue the face onto the body.

BACKGROUND IMAGE © SHUTTERSTOCK

• different colored yarn
• rubber spatula
• scissors
• colored foam sheets
• googly eyes
• tacky glue

clubhouse jr.
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lamb face

Duck
1 Use the template to
cut out a base from
orange foam.
2 Make two yellow
pom-poms. Glue
one on top
of the other.
3 Glue pom-poms
onto the base.
4 Use the template to
cut out a beak from
pink foam. Fold in half and
staple near the fold to keep it
closed.
5 Glue beak onto middle of top
4
pom-pom. Glue eyes above beak.

lamb body

mouse
face

mouse
ear

mouse
ear

BACKGROUND IMAGE © SHUTTERSTOCK

Mouse
1 Use the template to cut out
mouse face from gray foam.
Glue on googly eyes.
2 Glue to a gray pom-pom
as shown.
3 Cut out ears from foam.
Glue to pom-pom.
4 Cut out a tail from gray
yarn and glue to pom-pom.
What other animals can you create? Send pictures of your
pom-pom zoo to us at the address on page 5. Or have your
parents email them to editor@clubhousejr.com.

duck
base

duck beak

april 2020
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C

ornelius the

loved watching his big brother, Bert. Bert built fearsome

storms.

Cornelius knew

helped

grow. He liked watching children

as they

splashed in puddles.
Cornelius wanted to be a
to make
“Look,” a

too. He yawned and stretched and tried

. But all he could do was change his shape.
yelled with a

. “That

looks like a

.”

Cornelius wriggled even more, trying to make
The

.

laughed. “Now that

looks like a

!”

20 clubhouse jr.
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O

ne day Cornelius watched as his brother made a huge

storm. Wind

started to blow. Cornelius tried to help. He yawned and stretched and tried to
make

. But the wind blew so hard that Cornelius spun away like a

.

“Help!” Cornelius cried.
Bert found Cornelius over a forest of
“Some

are meant to make

to create art and make people

.
,” Bert said. “Others are meant

.”

“Thanks, Bert,” Cornelius said. He shook and wiggled with happiness.
“Look,” the

shouted. “That

looks like a puppy.”

“Ah, to be an artist,” Bert sighed.
april 2020
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“Do you wear floaties
when you go swimming?
Today at Fizzlebop labs,
we’ll use an orange to
learn how things float!”
Gather
• 2 oranges
• 2 containers

Go
1 Peel one of the
oranges.
2 Fill the containers with
water.
3 Place both oranges
in the water.

“Dr. Fizzlebop,
what’s happening?”

Even though it’s heavier, the unpeeled orange
floats. When you go swimming, you might wear
a life jacket or swim floats. These devices contain
foam or another substance that is lightweight and
filled with pockets of air. These air pockets help you
float. The peel of the orange has lots of little air
bubbles in it too. The peel acts like a life
jacket for the orange, so it floats!

22 clubhouse jr.
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written by Crystal Bowman • art by Kevin Zimmer
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K

ennedy spread out her school
project on the dining room table.
She had made a map, a shield, a ship
and what looked like a wooden sword
without a pointy end.
“What’s your project about?”
Brayden asked his sister.
“I’m doing a report on Vikings,”
Kennedy said.
Brayden had seen pictures of
Vikings before. They dressed in fur,
wore funny hats and carried swords
and shields.
“What did Vikings do?” Brayden
asked.
“They were sailors and explorers,”
Kennedy explained. “They sailed
around the world, discovered new
places, raided villages and created

settlements in different countries.” She
pointed at a big island on the map.
“Like Greenland.”
“I love exploring!” Brayden said. He
pointed at the weird wooden sword.
“Can I borrow that to play Vikings with
my friends?”
“As long as you’re careful,” Kennedy
said. “That’s the most important part
of my project.”

B

rayden stood at the ladder to his
treehouse with his friends. He had
told them everything Kennedy said
about the Vikings. Everybody had
made their own swords and were
ready to play pretend.
“Fellow Vikings, we are about to sail
across the sea to Greenland,” Brayden

r
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t
M
g
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24
CJ_0420.indd 24

2/20/20 11:47 AM

said, raising the wooden sword into
the air. “We will explore and make a
new home.”
“And fight anyone who gets in our
way,” Aaron declared.
“We’re not going to fight anyone,”
Brayden said.
“Then why do we have swords?”
Elsie asked.
“In case we run into polar bears,”
Brayden said.
“Or wolves,” Jonah added.
“But you said the sword was the
most important part about the
Vikings,” Aaron pointed out. “That
means they fought lots of people.”
“Well, they were fierce warriors,”
Brayden said. “Now everyone climb
on the ship!”
april 2020
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T

hey climbed into the treehouse,
which became a big ship on the
sea.
“No wonder Vikings wore fur coats,”
Elsie said, pretending to shiver. “It’s
cold on the ocean!”
“Pirates!” Aaron shouted, pointing
off to one side.
“Aaron, there aren’t any pirates,”
Brayden said.
“Then who are we going to fight?”
Aaron asked.
“We aren’t going to fight anyone,”
Brayden said.
“But that’s the best thing about the
Vikings!” Aaron argued. “Their swords,
shields and awesome helmets. Mine
has three horns.”
“Mine just has one,” Elsie said with
a grin. “It’s a Narwhal tusk!”
Brayden stared at Aaron. “Can we
just pretend to explore?”
Aaron shrugged, “Fine. But when
we land, I want to fight something.”
“Look, there’s land ahead. We’ve
made it!” Jonah called.
Aaron raised his sword. “Charge!”
He started down the ladder and
Jonah followed.
Elsie shrugged. “Are you coming?”
she asked Brayden. “We can explore
while we conquer.”

W

hile his three friends swung their
swords at imaginary enemies,
Brayden sat down and frowned.

“Hey, Brayden,” Kennedy called from
the bottom of the ladder. “Are you
done with my cross?”
“Cross?” Brayden asked.
“Yeah, for my Viking project,”
Kennedy said.
Brayden looked at the two pieces of
wood in his hands. He turned it around
and held it up. “I thought it was a
sword,” Brayden said.
“No, it’s a cross. My project focuses
on how the Vikings spread their belief
in Christianity,” Kennedy said.
“I thought they were warriors,”
Brayden said.
“Some of them plundered and took
people prisoner, but others took the
Gospel to new places,” Kennedy
explained. “They even built some of
the first churches.”
“Really?” Brayden asked.
“Really,” Kennedy said.
“Can I show my friends the cross,
before I give it back?” Brayden asked.
“Sure,” Kennedy said.

26 clubhouse jr.
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T

he two walked over to where
Aaron, Jonah and Elsie were still
at war.
“Hey fellow Vikings,” Brayden said.
“I just learned something. This isn’t a
sword, it’s a cross.”
“A cross? Why would the Vikings
have a cross?” Aaron asked.
“One of the most famous Vikings
was named Leif Erikson,” Kennedy
said. “He believed in Jesus. His king
sent him to Greenland to tell the
Vikings who lived there about Jesus.”
“Whoa,” Aaron said.
“Some Vikings were missionaries?”
Elsie asked. “That’s so cool!”
“I don’t want to be a mean Viking,”
Jonah said. “I want to be a Viking
missionary!”
“Let’s look for new villages who
haven’t heard about Jesus,” Brayden
said.
“Yeah!” Aaron shouted.
Brayden handed Kennedy the cross.
“Wait a minute, guys,” he said. “First,
I need to make a new sword . . . I mean,
cross.”
april 2020
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EGGS IN THE BASKETS

Help Ellie and Tate get to Easter dinner. Once you find the
correct path, write down all the letters in order from the eggs
they picked up. Then read the completed Bible verse.
art by Chris Jones

Check your answers on page 30.
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“Hope is living because
rose from the dead.” —1 Peter 1:3
april 2020
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Could you figure out the solutions to the puzzles
in this issue of Clubhouse Jr.? Check your
answers here. For an extra challenge, finish this
bonus puzzle.

Easter Designs

Follow the patterns closely. What’s missing? Draw it in!

Find It

1

A flock of 27 birds can be
found in this magazine! See
them on the cover (one) and
on pages 2 (seven), 3 (three),
4 (one), 10 (three), 13 (two),
16-17 (one), 19 (one), 20 (one),
23 (four) and 29 (three).

2
3

ANSWERS : 1: DOVE; 2: EASTER BASKET; 3: BIBLE; 4: PINK EGG WITH STARS.

clued in

April Showers

Did you find everything that
keeps you warm on page 3?
Here’s what we saw.

© SHUTTERSTOCK

© DAVE KLUG

4

Marvelous
Matches

Here are the correct
matching pairs from page 32.

© CHRIS JONES

© SHUTTERSTOCK

Note: Don’t count birds on
this page.

Eggs in the
Basket

The path to the house
on page 29 goes through
letters that spell: Jesus
Christ.

30 clubhouse jr.
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just kidding

ANSWERS : 1: DOVE; 2: EASTER BASKET; 3: BIBLE; 4: PINK EGG WITH STARS.
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Why do bunnies never
need glasses?
Because they eat lots
of carrots!
Will K., 9

Pensacola, Florida

Why are mountains
funny?
Because they’re
hill-arious.

What did the
power pole say
when it was excited?
“I’m ec-static!”

What do you call
a funny flower?
A silly lily.

Aviana P., 8

Abigail R., 9

Roseville, Minnesota

Merced, California

Tate B., 7

Whitefish, Montana

Which star is part
of a family?
The sun.

Why did the chef
throw butter out
the window?
He wanted to see
butter fly.

Why did the golfer
wear two pairs of
pants?
In case he got a
hole in one.

Caribou, Maine

Midlothian, Texas

Elgin, Illinois

Simion M., 8

Elizabeth S., 7

Jocie P., 6

What’s a cow’s
favorite sport?
Bulling!

Josiah D., 6

Jackson, Tennessee
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Focus on
the Family

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Marvelous Matches
What items go together best? Draw a line to pair up the pictures.
The first one has been done for you. Check your answers on page 30.
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