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Ancient Wonders
Find 12 things at this museum that start with the letters AN. Then find five balloons  

with letters on them and unscramble the secret word. 

A
ns

w
er

s 
(h

ol
d 

up
 to

 a
 m

ir
ro

r)
: 

A
nchor, anchorm
an, android, anem
one, angel, angelfish, angle, ankle, anklet, answ
er, A
ntarctica, anteater, antelope, antenna, anthill, antifreeze, antiperspirant, antler, ants and anvil.
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In Canada:  FocusOnTheFamily.ca or call 800-661-9800

  Hidden Letters:     — — — — — 

  Unscrambled Word:     — — — — — 

Choose either  magazine for $23.99  ($29.99 Canada) and receive  12 monthly issues. 
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Gather
• 16-ounce mason jar
• 1 cup heavy cream
• cold water 
• salt, honey or herbs

Go
1.  Pour heavy cream into 

mason jar and screw lid  
on very tight. 

2.   Shake mason jar for 5-7 
minutes. When you feel  
a solid lump has formed, 
shake for another minute. 

3.   Remove lump from jar and 
place in small bowl. 

4.   Pour cold water over the 
butter, then squish it into  
a ball. 

5.   Discard water and rinse 
twice more.

6.   Add salt, honey or herbs to 
flavor. Enjoy! 

Parker B., 8, Owosso, Michigan      

Mason Jar 
Butter

HAND DRAWN

HAND DRAWN

Dear Clubhouse,

I really love reading the Truth Pursuer section. It is a 

great reminder of how big the world is. Your magazines 

always brighten up my day!

Caitilin B., 13, Middlebury, Indiana

in ox

Trinity T., 10, Melissa, Texas
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Spring 
Morning

I love a spring morning,
It’s as good as can be. 

The birds chirp their songs,
In a sweet melody.

The flowers are blooming,
Little lambs run around,

And dew brightly sparkles,
From the grass and the ground. 

I love a spring morning,
The chicks cheeping won’t quit.

It’s just so beautiful 
How God made all of it.

Grace S., 8, Mount Vernon, Kentucky

Forgiven 
Whipped, slugged,

Hit, mugged,

Bleeding, crying,

Hung, dying.

You came to show,

You love me so. 

You forgive our sins,

So our new lives can begin.

We won’t feel guilty,

For we are no longer filthy.

Though there will always be sorrow,

You give us hope for tomorrow. 

Kate N., 11, Beverly Hills, Michigan

Abigail C., Gaylord, Michigan  

4 CLUBHOUSE
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Mason Jar 
Butter

HAND DRAWN

Runaway Horse 
One day, my sisters 
and I went horseback 
riding at my neighbors’. 
The horse my sister 
and I were riding was 
more responsive than 
some of the others. 
Suddenly, a cow 
walked in front of us. 
We got scared and 
grasped the horse 
tighter. The horse 
started to trot, then 
canter, then gallop! 
We were going so 
fast that I couldn’t 

hang on. I fell off, hit my 
head and everything went blank. I didn’t know it at the 
time, but I was all bruised up and my head was bleeding. 
What hurt the most, though, was my ankle. 

I found it hard to sleep that night. At 1 o’clock in the 
morning, I went to the emergency room. When I left the 
hospital, I had an air cast on my ankle and had to get 
crutches. Later that day, I woke up and thanked God 
that I wasn’t hurt worse! 

Haylee M., 10, Freeland, Michigan

Haylee hurt her ankle falling off a horse.

   Light
         HOUSE

  “The LORD is good . . . . He cares for those who 
take refuge in Him.” —Nahum 1:7

Bring It. Share It. Live It.
Focus on the Family challenges students to live out their faith. In 
October, we sponsor Bring Your Bible to School Day. But you can 
take a bold stance for God this month with the Live It challenge. 

April: Make a list of Jesus’ traits, then look for 
those same traits in your life. Are you patient or 
humble? Write one trait you do well and one trait 
you want to grow in. Post a photo of your list to 
your parents’ social media April 5-11, 2020  
(tag @BringYourBible). Check out more challenges at BringYourBible.org /LiveIt.

Motorcycle Miracle 
One day my brother, mom and I were driving from a dairy 
farm to our church to pick up Dad. As we were going up a 
steep hill, some motorcycles went by us, but one was on 
the wrong side of the road! 

The bike collided head-on with our minivan. The cyclist 
flew over our hood and 
landed on the grass next 
to our car. My mom yelled 
and grabbed my arm. She 
stopped the car, ran over 
and saw the man was 
getting up! An ambulance 
took him to the hospital, 
but he was able to walk 
over to it. 

His motorcycle was 
completely totaled. There 
were scuff marks on our 
hood from his jacket, and 
his bike was wedged 
inside our wheel well. 
Our van had to be 
towed. But no one else was hurt, and the air bags didn’t 
even go off. I truly believe God saved that man’s life and 
kept us safe. 

Megan L., 13, Poughkeepsie, New York

God protected Megan’s family when a  motorcycle hit their minivan.
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     be OBEDIENT.
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M ary Magdalene clutched her 
spices tightly and wiped her 

tear-stained face. 
“How will we roll the stone away 

from the tomb?” she asked her 
friend. 

“I don’t know,” her friend said, 
shaking her head. “And what about 
the guards?” 

“I don’t know,” Mary replied. “But 
I do know that I have to see where 
Jesus is buried.”

They fell silent as they neared the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene stopped and 
blinked.

“The stone has been rolled away!” 
she exclaimed. 

Suddenly, they saw a man dressed 
in brilliant white clothes. The women 
dropped to their knees, hearts 
pounding. 

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel said. 
“I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here! He has risen, just as He said 
He would! Go quickly! Tell His 
disciples.” 

Mary Magdalene jumped to her 
feet and ran to tell the disciples. 
Peter and John immediately ran to 
the tomb. Mary followed. As she 
stood outside the tomb, she heard  
a voice ask, “Why are you crying?”  

She spun around, expecting to 
see the gardener.

RESURRECTION
FOR 
THEReasons

by Lane Webster based on Matthew 28:1-10 and John 20:1-18
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“Mary,” Jesus said. 
Her heart leapt with joy. “Rabbi!” 

she exclaimed. 
“Go to those who believe,” Jesus 

said. “Tell them I am ascending to My 
Father.” 

Mary Magdalene ran to the 
disciples. “I have seen the Lord!” 

He Is Alive
Jesus rising from the dead is the 
ultimate proof of His identity as 
God’s Son and the reason we 
celebrate Easter.

The Bible says, “Christ died for 
our sins, just as Scripture said he 
would. He was buried. He was raised 
from the dead on the third day”  
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4, NIRV).

But some critics of Christianity 
say that Jesus didn’t rise from the 
dead. They argue the disciples made 
up the story.

Historians and Bible experts have 
studied the historical facts (HFs) 
surrounding the Resurrection. Some 
of these scholars believe Jesus is 
God; others don’t. But they all agree 
on certain truths of what happened 
that first Easter. Here are three, but 
there are plenty of others. 

HF #1: In the Flesh
The tomb was empty. Some critics 
say Jesus’ body was stolen. But if He 
didn’t rise from the dead, how did 
He appear to so many people? And 
not only did Jesus appear, He also 
cooked for His disciples (John 21:9) 
and invited them to touch Him to 
prove He was real (John 20:27). 
Check out these additional biblical 
accounts of encounters with the 
risen Lord:

•  Mary Magdalene talked with 
Jesus Easter morning (John 
20:16-18).

•  Cleopas and another disciple 
saw Him on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:13-31).

•  Jesus gave instructions to the  
11 disciples (Matthew 28:16-20).

•  The apostles witnessed Jesus 
rise into heaven (Acts 1:4-9).

In all, Jesus appeared in bodily 
form to around 600 people during 
the two months that followed His 
death, burial and resurrection.

HF #2: Bold Believers
When Jesus was crucified, His 
disciples scattered. They were 
afraid. Peter famously denied 

knowing Jesus three times in one 
evening!

Less than two months later, they 
changed into fearless preachers. 
They traveled the world telling 
others that Jesus was God’s Son 
who rose from the dead. Instead  
of denying Christ, they boldly 
proclaimed the truth, even in the 
face of death. 

So what happened? How did the 
disciples go from fearful followers  
to bold believers? They met the 
risen Christ! 

They knew without a doubt Jesus’ 
words and claims were true. People 
won’t die for something they know  
is a lie. But they will go to their grave 
for the truth.

That’s what the disciples did. 
They gladly died, knowing that Jesus 
was alive.

HF #3: Changed Hearts
Paul, initially known as Saul, hated 
Christians. He killed people who 
claimed Jesus was the Messiah.  
All that changed when Paul took  
a trip to Damascus. Jesus appeared 
to him and asked, “Why are you 
persecuting Me?”

Paul repented and believed. 
Instead of persecuting Christians,  
he proclaimed the truth of Jesus 
around the world. His letters to 
churches even became most of  
the New Testament.

Jesus’ half-brother James  
also doubted Jesus’ claims. But  
after seeing the risen Jesus (see  
1 Corinthians 15:7), James went  
from a doubter to the leader of  
the church in Jerusalem. 

The facts prove it: When you 
experience Jesus, your life changes. 
If you want to know exactly what 
happened the first Easter, the best 
explanation came from the angel  
at the empty tomb: “He is not here; 
He has risen!” 

He Is Lord !
Have you made a decision to follow Jesus as Lord of your life? 
Jesus came to earth, took on your sins, died and rose again to 
rescue you. If you want to start a relationship with the living God, 
repeat this prayer:

Jesus, I believe You are God’s Son who conquered death to save me. 
Thank You for Your forgiveness. I know I don’t always do the right 
thing and need a Savior. Help me to follow You and serve You with  
my life. Amen. 

If you just prayed those words, tell your parents, a pastor or the 
person who gave you this magazine. Then let us know, so we can 
celebrate with you and send you a free Bible! 

Mail your letters to: “Jesus Lives,” Clubhouse magazine,  
8605 Explorer Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80920.

2020APRIL 7
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A good detective is always listening. At times you 

can hear a clue before you see it, so you’ve got to keep 

your ears alert.
On a chilly Tuesday afternoon, Matthew and I were 

hunting around my house for still-missing Easter eggs.

“Found one!” Matthew said.

“Plastic or hardboiled?” I asked.

Before he could answer, we heard a noise that 

sounded like a herd of cats tackling a gorilla. We 

dropped our baskets and bolted to the garage to 

investigate.
When Matthew opened the door, the cacophony 

nearly knocked me over. My brother, Barrett, was 

rocking out with his makeshift garage band.

Don’t get me wrong. Barrett is a talented musician. 

Unfortunately, he plays trombone, the second worst 

Ca
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01

 

    Jones & Parker Detective Agen
cy

by  Christopher 
P.N. Maselli

instrument for rock-and-roll. He might as well play 

bassoon.
I watched Priscilla strum an acoustic guitar. 

Matthew’s sister Olivia sang into a microphone. 

Meanwhile, Jay Smouse sat at a drum set. He wasn’t 

playing; he was covering his ears.

“You guys sound horrible!” Jay shouted.

Barrett and Priscilla stopped playing. They 

exchanged frustrated glances.

“If you’re trying to make me rue the day I set foot in 

this garage, you’re definitely succeeding,” Jay quipped.

“It’s not so bad,” I jumped in, hoping to make my 

brother feel better.
Barrett let out a deep sigh. “No, Jay’s right. We 

sound like an accordion got hit by a truck.”

“It’s my fault,” Priscilla said. She twisted a knob on 

the amplifier. “I’m still learning how to play.”

“Why isn’t Olivia the guitarist?” Matthew asked. 

“She takes lessons from Eugene.”

“I can’t sing and play at the same time,” Olivia said. 

“Besides, Priscilla wanted to try something new.”

Barrett pulled the mouthpiece off his trombone and 

peered into the bell. “We just need more practice,” he 

said, shrugging his shoulders.

“No,” Jay said, picking up the drumsticks. “This 

band needs a strong leader. You three are too nice.”

Olivia rolled her eyes. 
“We sounded good last week,” Barrett said. “What 

changed?”
“It’s pretty cold in here,” Matthew noted. “Cold air 

contracts metal, so your trombone might have gone 

flat.”
“OK,” Barrett said. “Then let’s tune . . . again.” ©
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When Barrett’s band falls flat, can 

Emily restore harmony in this classic case?

Garage 
Band Jam

An Emily Jones Solve-It-Yourself Mystery

8 CLUBHOUSE
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by  Christopher 
P.N. Maselli

Priscilla plucked a string, her left hand absently 
twirling her hair. “Middle C,” she said.

Barrett stretched his arm and blew into the 
trombone. A strong, deep tone filled the garage. They 
matched perfectly.

The bandmates nodded, smiling weakly. Olivia 
counted off, “One! Two! Three! Four!”

The guitar shrieked. The trombone whomped. Maybe 
it didn’t resemble screaming cats, but it didn’t sound 
good. I waved at them to stop.

“Ugh!” Barrett groaned. “Why are we so awful?”
“It’s kinda growing on me,” Jay said. “You guys sound 

like Snide Comet.”
“We do not want to be Snide Comet,” Olivia said. 

“You can barely classify what they do as music.”
“Exactly.” Jay smirked
Matthew examined the amplifier. “This equipment is 

ancient,” he noted.
I took a closer look at Priscilla’s guitar. A small 

wooden block fit snugly under the strings, connected  
by a thin cord to the amplifier.

“What’s that?” I asked.
“A pickup,” Olivia explained. “It converts string 

vibrations into electrical signals so you can get a bigger 
sound.”

“Right, because who wouldn’t want more of this?” Jay 
teased. He reached into his pocket and pulled out a 
pair of pliers and a candy bar.

“Be quiet, Jay,” Barrett said. “You don’t even play an 
instrument.”

Jay scoffed. “Have you heard the melodious tones of 
my triangle?”

“Wait,” I said. “If Jay doesn’t play, why is he sitting at 
a drum set?”

“Pete usually drums for us,” Olivia explained. “But he 
has soccer practice today.”

“Was Pete here last week, when you sounded good?” 
Matthew asked.

Do you know what’s ruining the band’s sound?

What were the clues?
Turn to page 19 to  read the solution!

“Yeah,” Barrett admitted.
Priscilla unplugged the guitar. “Maybe we should quit 

and try again when Pete’s back,” she said, reaching for 
her coat.

“Wait!” Barrett exclaimed. “Emily can solve this.”
I looked at the guitar, the trombone and the 

amplifier. Then I took a long, accusing look at Jay.
“Don’t look at me,” Jay insisted. “I’m not playing!”
Matthew flipped through his notepad. “Are you sure 

you’re playing the same song?” he asked.
“Yes,” Priscilla replied.
“Were any of your instruments damaged in the past 

week?” I asked.
Barrett groaned. “Of course not.”
I shrugged. “Then I can’t see what’s wrong.”
Suddenly, Olivia’s eyes lit up. “Ooh!” she said, “I think 

I know.” 

 

Do you like mysteries?  

Enjoy 16 solve-it-yourself 

stories in Jones & Parker  

Case Files. Buy your copy at  

store.focusonthefamily.com.

TAKE THE CASE
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Go
1.  String one green bead in 

center of cord.
2.  Put both ends of cord 

through five white beads. 
Push them down to green 
bead.

3.  String three red beads on one 
end of cord, then one green.

4.  Thread leather back through 
the red beads so the green 
bead is perpendicular to the 
reds.

5.  Repeat steps 3 and 4 with 
other end of cord.

6.  Thread both ends of cord 
through remaining white 
beads and green bead.

7.  Form loop with both ends  
of cord and pull ends through 
to create a knot that keeps 
beads in place.

8.  Tie the ends of cord in a double 
knot to make a necklace. 

“Just as Christ was raised from the dead  

by the glory of the Father, so we too 

may walk in a new way of life.” 
—Romans 6:4

Gather
•  pony beads—8 white, 6 red and 4 green
•  40-inch piece of black leather cord

Use this beaded cross to tell 

your friends the good news!
Cross

by Jesse Mamalakis

2

8

FORGIVENESS IN THE CROSSUse your cross to tell others how they can have new life through Christ.

Black leather—the darkness of sin. 
Red beads—the blood Christ shed.
White beads—forgiveness through Jesus.Green beads—eternal life.

4
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matters
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Who was the first pigeon president?

George Squawk-ington.

Ella T., 10, Moody, Texas

What vehicle sleeps a lot?
A bull-dozer.

Ruby H., 10, Westminster, Massachusetts

Knock, knock.
Who’s there?

Radio.
Radio who?Radio not, here I come!

Lucas A., 9 Blairstown, New Jersey

What flower is  

on every face?

Tulips.

Alena H., 8, Goshen, Indiana

What has four  wheels and flies?A garbage truck.
Anthony A., 8, Cedar City, Utah

What kind of makeup  do girl pirates wear?
Ship gloss!
Kimberly P., 12 Lincolnton, North Carolina

Girl: Mom, my guitar strings broke!

Mom: Don’t fret about it, dear.

Rebekah S., 13, Carol Stream, Illinois

Why did the bee fly toward a crowd?
To hear what all the buzz was about.

Gerald R., 10, Davie, Florida

What did the drummer  name his twin daughters?Anna One, Anna Two.
Michaela W., 8, Red Deer, Alberta

What did the judge say when a skunk 

took the stand?

“Odor in the court!”

Alethia N., Greenville, South Carolina

Why couldn’t the juice see?

Because it didn’t have glasses.

Kai H., 10, Colorado Springs, Colorado

What kind of 
snake likes math?

An adder.
Reece B., 11 

Pulaski, Wisconsin

What cereal  

makes you happy?

Cheer-ios.

Liberty H., 9 

Westminster, Massachusetts

Why do you put candles  

on top of a birthday cake?

Because it’s too hard to put them on the bottom.

David C., 9, Carmichael, California

What is a shark’s favorite game?
Swallow-the-leader.
Mahala M., 12, Burton, Ohio

2020APRIL 11
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3.  Your friend wants to watch a bad TV show. You:
 a. tell her parents.
 b. leave the room until the show is over.
 c.  take away the remote and change the channel.
 d.  watch the show this time and hope she thinks it’s 

boring. 

4.  A classmate tries to peek at your answers during  
a pop quiz. You:

 a. write “Stop copying me.”
 b. turn away and cover your paper.
 c. start writing in super-tiny letters.
 d.  hide your answers but smile when she guesses 

correctly. 

5. Your friend needs to train for soccer season. You:
 a.  point out his mistakes so he can fix them before 

tryouts.
 b. recommend training videos of his favorite player.
 c. set up a strict diet and exercise plan for him.
 d. run drills with him, cheering him on.

1.  Your little brother is nervous about going to church 
camp. You:

 a.  explain it’s too late to back out now—he already 
signed up.

 b. tell him fun stories about your week at camp. 
 c. offer him candy if he stops complaining.
 d. help him pack a homesickness kit for the trip. 

2.  One of your friends starts cursing at school. You:
 a. punch his arm whenever he uses a bad word.
 b. make sure your own language stays squeaky clean.
 c.  mark down each time he swears, then show him the 

list at the end of the week.
 d.  compliment him when he keeps his vocabulary in 

check. 

by Stephen O’Rear

LEADER
A

Are you a 
role model 
or a rule 
enforcer? 

Take this quiz to discover 
your leadership style.

Good
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6.  Your brother can’t afford to buy Dad a birthday 
present. You:

 a.  point out that he would have enough money  
if he hadn’t gone to the movies.

 b.  get Dad a really great gift—hopefully he 
won’t realize he’s one present short.

 c.  buy an extra present and put your brother’s 
name on the card. 

 d.  brainstorm fun “birthday coupons” together.

7.  You and two friends order  
a pizza that comes in eight 
slices. You:

 a.  cut two slices into 
thirds so everyone 
gets a fair share.

 b.  give your friends 
three slices while 
you only take two.

 c.  put two slices on 
each plate and the 
leftovers in the 
fridge.

 d.  pass the box around 
and let everyone take  
as much as they want. 

8. Your big sister asks for help sneaking out. You:
 a.  rig a booby trap outside her door. 
 b.  tell her to ask Mom for permission instead.
 c.  hide the car keys under your pillow.
 d.  agree to help only if she tells you where 

she’s going and when she’ll be back.

IF YOU MOSTLY CHOSE A, 
YOU’RE A: Sheriff—You lead by the 
law. If others step out of line, you 

either tell a parent or punish them 
yourself. Friends appreciate your 

courage and integrity—when they’re not 
mad at you for busting them. Remember, 
a good lawman knows when to 
show mercy. “Be on your 
guard. If your brother sins, 

rebuke him, and if he 
repents, forgive him”  
(Luke 17:3).

IF YOU MOSTLY 
CHOSE B, YOU’RE A: 
Hero—You lead through 
your actions. If everyone 
followed your example, life would be great. At 
times, you can be more interested in keeping 
up your reputation than helping others. Stay 
humble and try to understand your friends’ 
struggles. “Let no one despise your youth; 
instead, you should be an example to the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, 
in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12).

IF YOU MOSTLY CHOSE C, YOU’RE 
A: Puppeteer—Your leadership style is 

more controlling. You try to make it easy 
for your friends to do the right thing 

by never letting them choose. 
(Careful—that kind of power can be 
addictive!) Your friends are probably 

smarter than you realize, and they need 
to make their own choices. “Do nothing out of 
rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider 
others as more important than yourselves” 

 (Philippians 2:3).

IF YOU MOSTLY CHOSE D, 
YOU’RE A: Cheerleader—You refuse 
to judge, even when somebody makes 
poor choices. Your friends feel safe to 
“be themselves” around you. You 

lead through encouragement—just 
make sure you encourage people 

to do what’s right. “Encourage 
one another and build each 
other up as you are already 

doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

2020APRIL 13

CH_0420.indd   13 2/13/20   10:56 AM



 

M y dad found a TV app that 
exercises the brain. He couldn’t wait 
to get home and tell us about it! 
Unfortunately, the door was locked.

Thud!! Rattle, rattle, umph!
“Who’s there?” I asked, sitting on 

the couch.
“Oww,” Dad groaned as he 

rubbed his shoulder.
“Oww, who?”
“Owwt here,” he replied. “Let me 

in!”
I guess Dad didn’t try the brain 

app on himself before he left the 
office. He really struggled to unlock 
that door. As he fumbled with his 
keys, Dad shouted, “I’ve got 
something to show you.”

Unfortunately, all I heard was, 
“Ahbut muffin-goo mow you.” The 
second I heard the word “mow,” I hid 
behind the couch. Our lawn is a mess!
 When Dad finally got the door 
unlocked, he rushed inside and 
grabbed the TV remote. 

“Prepare to get smarter while you 
have fun!” he announced.

Turns out, he was half right. We 
did have fun! Within two minutes, 
we were laughing our heads off. 
Unfortunately, we hadn’t seen the 
app yet. Dad does not get along with 
our universal remote.

“Watch this,” he said, clicking a 
button. The radio blared full volume.

He hit the remote again. This 
time, the evening news came on.

“This just in,” I said, acting like  
a news anchor. “Father cannot 
operate a TV remote. Let’s go live  
to my brother for the report.”

“Thanks, Bob,” Brian replied. 
“We’re here in the living room, where 
the world’s smartest TV has a local 
dad stumped.” 

“Here’s a breaking news alert,” 
Dad grumbled. “If I can’t load the 
app, you two can get smarter by 
reading the dictionary instead.”

My brother and I bonked heads 
as we jumped to reach the remote. 

Dad laughed. “I think this app will 
be good for all of us!” 

With our help, Dad finally 
downloaded the brain app. It looked 
cool! The first clip showed footballs 
flying across the screen. We were 
supposed to count them.

“How many do you see?” the TV 
host asked.

“Eight,” Brian said correctly.
“Twelve. Twelve. Twelve,”  

I answered.
“Umm, Bob,” Dad said, “I think 

you’re reading the blinking clock on 
the DVD player.”

Now it was Mom’s turn to laugh.
We spent the evening solving 

riddles, brain teasers and mazes.  
It was awesome! 

God wants us to grow closer as  
a family. Sometimes, technology 
distracts us from family activities. 
Other times, it makes family 
moments unforgettable.

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have to 
show Dad how to turn off the TV. 

adventures of  
AVERAGE BOY

by Bob Smiley as told to Bob Smiley
Hear 26 Average Boy adventures!  
Listen to the “Official Average  

Boy” podcast. Find out more 

at AverageBoy.org. 
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Channeling Genius

14 CLUBHOUSE

CH_0420.indd   14 2/13/20   10:56 AM



 

©
 D

A
V

ID
 H

A
R

R
IN

G
T

O
N

1.  Stir together 1 cup of flour, milk 
and yeast. Sprinkle ½ cup flour 
on top and let sit for 15 minutes 
or until it starts to rise. 

2.  Mix in butter, eggs, sugar, salt,  
1 teaspoon vanilla, oil and 
remaining flour. 
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Easter Crown Bread
Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with this traditional Romanian bread. 

The white cream cheese filling represents how a sinless Jesus rose from the dead.

Gather
• 4 ½ cups flour

• 1 cup warm milk

•  2 teaspoons instant yeast

•  ¼ cup melted butter

•  3 eggs
•  ½ cup sugar

•  1 teaspoon salt

•  1 ¼ teaspoons vanilla

•  ¼ cup vegetable oil

•  8 ounces cream cheese

•  ⅓ cup powdered sugar

•  ½ cup raisins

•  2 tablespoons honey

Go

3.  Knead 
dough on 
lightly 
floured 
surface 
until elastic. Use additional flour 
to keep dough from sticking if 
necessary. 

4.  Place dough in bowl and leave 
covered for 2 hours or until it 
doubles in size. 

5.  Divide 
dough 
into two 
equal 
pieces. 
Use a 
rolling pin and a little extra flour 
to roll one piece into a circle 
that fits bottom of greased  
10-inch springform pan. Place  
in pan. 

6.  Divide other 
dough into 
three equal 
pieces. Roll 
into ropes 
about 2 feet 
long. Braid 
together and 
attach ends to form a circle. 
Place in pan so braid lays flat.  

7.  Cover and let rise for another  
40 minutes. 

8.  Preheat oven to 375° F.
9.  In large mixing 

bowl, combine 
cream cheese, 
powdered 
sugar, remaining 
vanilla and raisins. Pour into 
dough circle. 

10.  Bake for 15 minutes, then lower 
temperature to 325° F. Bake an 
additional 40 minutes or until 
crust is brown.

11.  Let cool. Then brush crust with 
honey and serve. 
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Follow the 
Leader

Follow the 
Leader
Play this leadershiP game 
with a friend or family 
member. Just make sure 
to not get too far ahead 
of yourself!

s
t

a
r

t

In
te

rru
pt 

yo
ur

 te
ac

he
r. 

Go b
ac

k 1
.

Do your chores early. Move up 2.

Hang out with  

kids who m
ake  

fun of others. 

Return to Start.

On your next 

turn, m
ove 

both tokens!

Cut in line. 

Go back 1.

Pray f
or y

our 

yo
uth pasto

r. 

Move up 1.

Cheer for 
your friend’s 

team. 
Move up 1.

Switc
h yo

ur 

lead to
ke

n 

with
 anoth

er 

playe
r’s

  

last
-p

lace 

to
ke

n.

Te
ll a

 m
ea

n 

jo
ke

 yo
u 

he
ar

d 
on

 

Yo
uT

ub
e.

 

Lo
se

 a 
tu

rn
.

As
k 

a 
pa

re
nt

 
fo

r a
dv

ic
e.

 

M
ov

e 
up

 2
.

Argue 

with
 your 

coach. 

Go back 1.

“Be im
itators  

of m
e, as  

I am
 of Christ.”  

—1 C
orinthians  

11:1, ESV

“If anyone 

wants to 

be firs
t, he 

must be last 

of all and 

servant of all.” 

—Mark 9:35

if you 
want to be 
a leader . . .

d
o your best work at school . . .
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Follow the 
Leader

Follow the 
Leader

® RULES 
1.   Each player places two tokens at the start.
2.   On your turn, flip a coin. If “heads,” choose a single token to move 

forward 1 space. “Tails” moves a token 2 spaces.
3.  Your tokens should stay close. If, at any point,  

they are 4 or more spaces apart, your turn ends immediately.  
You must move the slower token on your next turn.

4.  If you land on a space with words, move  
that token accordingly. If you land on a  
blank space, your turn ends.

5.  The first token to reach  
the finish wins.

Invite a 
friend to 
church. 

Move up 1.

“All we 
like sheep 
have gone 

astray.” 
—Isaiah 53:6, 

ESV

Lose a 

turn.

Help your 

brother 

with
 his 

homework. 

Move up 1.

Lie to get 
out of 

trouble. 

Go back 1.

Mow your sick neighbor’s lawn. Move up 2.

“Let no one  

despise your  

youth; in
stead... 

be an example.” 

—1 Timothy 4:12

 The youngest 
player takes 

an extra turn.

Eat your sister’s 
Easter candy. 
Lose a turn. 

Convince 

your frie
nds 

to volunteer 

with you.

 Move up 2.
 Team up!

 Bring both
tokens to 

this space.

 Cheat on
 a quiz. 

Go back 1.

“You are My
 friends if 

you do what 
I command 

you.”  
—John 15:14

Share your 

favorite
 

Bible verse, 

then 

move up 1.

Say m
ean 

th
ings a

bout 

a fr
iend. 

Go back 2.

Organize 
a family 

movie night. 
Move up 1.

Ignore the new kid in class. Go back 1.

Yo
u
 

w
in

!

invite the lonelY kid to join You . . .

Speak with compaSSion and truth.
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Odyssey Insider
April 2020

News Club Members Can Use

When 10-year-old John Avery Whittaker uncovers a historic 

mistake, will he use the truth to get even with a bully? Or will he 

stay silent to protect the town’s big festival? Find out April 1,  

when “Young Whit and the Revolutionary Secret” debuts at 

aioclub.org. Meet Whit’s childhood friends. Witness a turning  

point in his spiritual life. And learn how, with the wrong motives, 

truth can be as destructive as a cannonball! 

Picture Yourself at 
Whit’s End
The counter. The stools. That 

checkerboard tile. The only 

thing missing from Whit’s 

End is you! Starting April 27, 

Club members can use their 

favorite photo-editing 

software to put themselves in the Odyssey soda shop. Create  

a picture perfect for framing or sharing online. Look for the 

downloadable background on our Bonus page.

Bake sale at Local church
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Jesus always told the truth. 

Sometimes He was brutally honest. 

Other times He was tender, tactful 

. . . even mysterious. But in every 

situation, Jesus knew exactly what 

people needed to hear and the 

most loving way to reach them. For 

the rest of us, that takes practice. 

Whenever we’re tempted to “tell it 

like it is,” we should pause and make 

sure the truth we’re 

about to share 

comes from a 

loving heart. 

 “Speaking the truth in 

love, let us grow in every 

way into Him who is the 

head—Christ.” 
—Ephesians 4:15

VERSE OF THE MONTH

The War Within

New and 
Improved 
App
In recent 

months, 

members have 

enjoyed our awesome new 

Adventures in Odyssey 

Club app. It’s faster, less 

glitchy, easier to navigate and 

friendlier to the latest phones 

and tablets. Plus, now you can 

download up to 24 episodes at 

a time—with more upgrades 

on the way! Thanks so much 

for your suggestions. 

Did a young Constant Bullfinch rally the troops in the Battle of Enoch River?
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“We don’t need to quit,” Olivia said. “We just need to tune.”
“We already did that,” Barrett grumbled. “Our middle C’s matched perfectly.”“That’s the problem,” Olivia said. “Middle C is a great tuning note for marching bands and orchestras. You just stretch out your arm to play it on the trombone.”

Barrett played the note again. The sound warmed the cold garage.
“Meanwhile, Priscilla played a C with one hand—which should be impossible,” Olivia 

continued. “The guitar strings play the notes E, A, D, G, B and high E. To play any other note, you have to hold down a string with your left hand.” 
Priscilla plucked a string. It still matched Barrett’s note.
“See, her B string is way out of tune,” Olivia said. “If she’s a half-step sharp, then all the chords will sound wrong.”
“Oh, sorry,” Priscilla said. She loosened the string and then strummed a chord. The angry cats had disappeared.
“Great detective work, Olivia!” Matthew said.
“It must run in the family,” she replied.Barrett picked up his trombone. “OK, everyone. Let’s take it from the top. One! Two! Three! Four!”

I hate to admit it: Sometimes it’s nice to have someone else solve the case. 
—Christopher P.N. Maselli

Biblical evidence: “Praise Him with trumpet blast. . . . Praise Him with flute and strings.”     
           —Psalm 150:3-4 

Garage  
Band Jam

To learn more about Adventures in  
Odyssey, go to WhitsEnd.org. 

. . . continued from page 9

SOLUTION TO  
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Arrange the scrambled music notes according to the clues 
below. We’ve shown you which note comes third, and which 
notes go next to each other.

Bonus: Can you name this song?

Keeping Score

For the solution to these puzzles and the one below, check out  
ClubhouseMagazine.com.
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5

5

2

4

3

3
3

1

4

5
2

7

7
7

9

9
9

9

9
5

5

5

4

4

6
6

2
2
3

1
1 5

1

6

3
3

3

8

8

8

8

8

2

Fill in the grid below so each row, column and colored 
shape includes every number from 1 to 5. (That means 
no repeats, either horizontally or vertically.) Then 
solve the harder puzzle using numbers 1 to 9. 

Eugene’s Sudoku

x x x xx x x x x x x x
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Meet three grains that 
could have played a part 
in the Last Supper. 

WHEAT:  Thank you, Maddie. We’ll 
try to rise to the occasion.

YEAST:  That’s my job. As a leavening agent, 
I make dough rise nice and fluffy.

MADDIE:  How does that work?

YEAST:  I’m a single-celled fungus. We turn grain starch 
into sugars like maltose and glucose. Then we multiply!

MILLET:  Leavening takes warmth and time. Lots of 
loafing around.

YEAST:  Good one, millet! As the sugars ferment, 
they form carbon dioxide and ethanol bubbles.

MADDIE:  By “bubbles,” you mean . . .

BARLEY:  Gas, Maddie. It makes soda fizz and 
bread rise. Once bread bakes, the bubbles pop, 

leaving air holes.

MILLET:  Sourdough bread uses wild 
yeast, passed on from old dough.

MADDIE:  There are wild yeasts?

YEAST:  Yep, I have about 160 
cousins. Not every strain is as refined as 
baking yeast. That kind of yeast really is 
the upper crust.

Maddie Science here, seeking some fresh-baked 
science secrets. 

The night before His crucifixion, Jesus took 
bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take and eat it; this is My 
body” (Matthew 26:26). 

What kind of bread did Jesus share at the Last 
Supper? To knead out the answer, I’m interviewing 
the experts. Say hello to wheat, millet, barley 
and their friend yeast.

y e a s t

whea t

BREAD  
OF LIFE

 
by Kathleen Freeman
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MADDIE:  Amazing! In 
the interest of science, 
how does bread keep 
the bubbles trapped 
inside?

WHEAT:  Wheat, barley or rye 
flour contains strong proteins called 
gliadins and glutenins.

YEAST:  Kneading the dough 
stretches bands of gluten, making 
triangular webs that catch my 
bubbles.

MADDIE:   I don’t want to burst 
your bubble, but isn’t gluten bad?

MILLET:  No. God created it. But 
some people’s intestines react 
poorly to gluten. That’s why gluten-
free flour from grains such as rice, 
corn and millet have become 
popular.

WHEAT:  Most cultures have safely 
eaten wheat for centuries. 

MADDIE:  Let’s get scientific. 
Where does flour come from?

WHEAT:  Technically, we’re 
grasses, Maddie. Our hard, dry seeds 
are called cereal grains. Since they’re 
already dried, grains last longer than 
fruit or vegetables.

MILLET:  The seeds are toasted, 
then ground into tiny bits.

MADDIE:  Sounds . . . delicious?

BARLEY:  It is! Bread comes in 
many forms: steamed buns in China, 
corn tortillas from Mexico, cakes, 
pretzels, challah and more.

WHEAT:  Archeologists found 
evidence of bread-making in the 
earliest civilizations.

BARLEY:  For instance, Jesus 

broke five barley 
loaves to feed more 
than 5,000 people.

MILLET:  The 
ancient Egyptians 

might have made 
flatbread from my 

seeds.

MADDIE:  Wow! So any of 
you could have been at the 
Last Supper.

BARLEY:  Well, not yeast.

MADDIE:  Huh?

YEAST:  During Passover, Jewish 
families eat flat, unleavened bread, 
with nothing to make it rise.

WHEAT:  At the Last Supper, Jesus 
was honoring the day that God 
rescued His people from slavery in 
Egypt.

MADDIE:  Wow! Just like Jesus’ 
death and resurrection would rescue 
us from the slavery of sin. But what 
does yeast have to do with freedom?

MILLET:   Like I said, leavening 
takes time. When God rescued the 
Hebrew slaves, they couldn’t wait for 
yeast bread to rise (Exodus 12:34). 
They had to make get-out-of-Egypt-
quick bread!

BARLEY:  Today, Jewish families 
celebrate with a cracker-like bread 
called matzo.

MADDIE:  Hmm, if the Hebrews 
were enslaved in Egypt, that means 
the first Passover grain must have 
been Egyptian.

WHEAT:  Excellent observation, 
Maddie! At the time, Egyptians made 
bread from millet, barley and emmer.

MILLET:  However, an old Jewish 

tradition prohibits some families 
from eating certain seeds, corn, rice 
or millet at Passover. 

MADDIE:  OK, but 
barley would be 

allowed.

BARLEY:  
True; I was often 
made into bread 
and drinks. 
However, some 

scholars think the 
plagues—especially 

locusts and hail—would have wiped 
out Egypt’s barley crop before the 
first Passover.

MADDIE:  Yikes! There might not 
have been enough barley left for the 
slaves to bake bread. So what’s 
emmer?

WHEAT:  A type of wheat. Emmer, 
farro, kamut and spelt are all part of 
my family. Wheat by any other name 
is still one of the grains highest in 
vitamins and protein.

MADDIE:  I never knew how many 
grains God put on this earth to “give 
us today our daily bread.” 

MILLET:  No matter the grain, 
bread is one of the niftiest ancient 
wonders of the world. 

MADDIE:  So from what I gather, 
the bread at the Last Supper was 
probably barley or ancient wheat 
flour. But the most important thing is 
to think about Jesus when we break 
bread together.

 BARLEY:  As the saying goes, 
“Loaf makes the world go round.”

MADDIE:  Funny and true. Well, 
until next time, this is Maddie 
Science, sharing what the world 
kneads, and wishing you a very 
Happy Resurrection Day! 

y e a s t

barl
ey

m i l l e
t
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RACHEL L. LETS HER FAITH 

SHINE ON THE BIG SCREEN.
What could you accomplish in one week?

Maybe you could clean your room, teach your dog 
to sit or study for a big test. Rachel L. took just one week 
to write, film, edit and complete an award-winning movie.

For several years, Rachel competed in the 168 Film 
Project. And on a hot Hollywood evening in 2017, she 
won the grand prize—as a 10-year-old!

 
Faith in Film 
Rachel produced her first film when she was 8 but had 
acted in her dad’s films before that. Her dad owns a 
production company. For more than 25 years, he’s made 
TV shows and music videos around the world. 

In 2015, Tim had no desire to make a 168 Film, where 
filmmakers are given a Bible verse and have 168 hours  
to complete their project. 

“I want to make one!” Rachel spoke up.   
“OK,” her dad said. “I’ll help you.” 
They produced True Freedom, a story Rachel wrote 

S C E N E S
BEHIND THE

by Diane E. Butts
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Rachel works with her dad on a film’s final edit.
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about a young girl wrongly accused of stealing a 
diamond. Using stop motion photography, Rachel moved 
toys around a little at a time. Tim filmed the scenes. 
Then he edited the shots together to make it look like 
the toys moved by themselves. Rachel won best director 
for a KidVid. Plus, they won the Evangelista Award for 
the film with the clearest presentation of the gospel. 

In 2016, Rachel wrote, produced, directed and acted 
in Ace of Hearts, a film about a young man choosing 
between right and wrong. Her sister Megan helped with 
the writing, and her other sister, Danielle, acted 
alongside her.

Then in 2017, Rachel and her dad made Lost. Based 
on Matthew 18:12-14, the film told the story of a sheep 
who disobeys the shepherd. Rachel and her dad 
attended the awards ceremony where she won Best 
KidVid for the five-minute movie. That qualified her  
to compete for the grand prize against films made by 
adults.

Rachel still remembers the electricity she felt in the 
theater when the contest founder stepped to the 
microphone and announced: “The grand prize winner  
is Rachel and Tim!”

Even with all her success, Rachel knows her faith is 
what’s most important.

“I make films to glorify God,” she says. “I pray to God 
to help me, and then He helps. I’m trying to get better  
at a relationship with Jesus.”

Rachel keeps this in mind when filmmaking 
opportunities come her way. A month after she won the 
grand prize for Lost, her dad was editing a movie about 
saving a circus elephant that could no longer perform. 
The producers asked for Rachel’s help with their story 
because they’d heard about her award. Then they put 
some of her ideas into the final version of the movie. 

Beyond the Theater
As much as Rachel likes making movies, she’s even more 
excited to see how film impacts people. In 2017, the  
168 Film Festival partnered with the Salvation Army  
to bring in 300 underprivileged kids to see the films, 
including Rachel’s. 

“It was overwhelming to see something you worked 
on up on the big screen and see if everyone likes it  
or not,” she says. “I was nervous and excited to  
see other kids my age  
react and see if they 
understood the message 
in the movie. They did!”

Away from the big 
screen, Rachel enjoys  
a quiet life. She lives in  
a small town in Texas 

where she likes to draw, watch anime and catch bugs 
outside. Her family doesn’t have internet. But they do 
have two dogs, a bunny, a potbellied pig, three turtles, 
one gecko and 25 cows. 

Despite all of her animal friends, sometimes Rachel 
feels really lonely. 

“It can feel like I’m falling into a really dark pit,” Rachel 
says. “But then I think of all the fun I have with my family 
and all the beautiful things in this world.” 

To other kids who feel lonely, Rachel says, “Don’t  
give in to the chains that grab you and take you into  
a hole. Keep fighting to find the light. I love how powerful 
Jesus is.”

Because of the grand prize she won with Lost, Rachel 
got to work on the movie Final Frequency that released 
last year. She and her dad had fun watching the actors 
do stunts where it looked like they were falling off a cliff. 
Rachel learned to work in ADR (Automated Dialog 
Replacement) to re-record actors saying their lines after 
the movie is finished to make the sound quality better.

Rachel continues to pursue her big dreams and 
encourages others to do the same. “If you want to do 
something, you should start and do it,” she says. “Things 
will go wrong, but always find the bright side. Don’t lose 
hope. Pray and ask God to help, and He will.” 

Rachel’s Favorites 

Snack: Potato chips

Candy: Japanese star candy 

Family activity: Friday game night 

Bible character: Jonah 

Animal: Fox

Place visited: ThailandP
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Rachel’s creativity shows up in filmmaking, art and acting.
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“My name’s Mateo,” he said. “Are 
you guys OK? We’ve gotta keep 
moving.”

“We’re strategizing,” Braxton 
answered.

Mateo pushed back his helmet.  
It looked two sizes too big. “Want to 
know the secret of getting through  
a ropes course?”

I wanted to get off the ropes 
course, but I couldn’t quit. My uncle 
Vince ran the boys’ leadership day 
camp. There was no way he’d let me 
off the hook.

“What’s the trick?” I asked.
“Trust your safety line,” Mateo 

said. He tugged on the hefty rope 
running from my harness to the wire 
above. “It won’t let you fall. You 
could jump off this platform and still 
be safe.”

  can’t do this!” I said.
I peeked over the ledge. It was a long drop to the forest floor 

below. If my cousin Braxton sneezed, we’d both probably tumble off 
the tiny platform.

“Don’t look down, Connor,” Braxton urged. He was even more 
scared of heights than I was. “Just pretend we’re taking a walk.”

A walk?! The next step of the high ropes course was a steel cable 
stretching to a tree 50 feet away. This had “bad idea” written all over it.

To make things worse, a third, shorter boy crowded onto the 
platform. I hugged the tree trunk for safety.

Leading the Pack

BY TIM SHOEMAKER  |  ART BY KELLEY MCMORRIS

Connor felt like a failure 

at leadership camp, until

he learned the secret.
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Leading the Pack

Was he crazy? “No way I’d jump,” 
I said. “You’d have to push me.”

Mateo shrugged. “OK, suit 
yourself.”

He gave me a hard, two-handed 
chest shove. I reeled backward—and 
stepped right off the platform.

“Ahhhhh!” I screamed.
Hands and feet swinging wildly,  

I grabbed handfuls of air.

Two Name Trouble
“Connor Mitchell!” my uncle 
shouted. He only used my first and 
last name when he got really serious. 
“Stop monkeying around.”

I clutched the safety line, my legs 
still pedaling the air.

“Look at Nick’s team!” Uncle 
Vince urged. “Now that’s how you 
and Braxton should lead.”

Nick was average height, but he 

stood head and shoulders above the 
other kids. He was riding a zip line 
backward—with no hands. 

“Yeehaw!” he shouted to his 
team. “C’mon, guys, this is a breeze.”

Nick’s team cheered. Meanwhile, 
two more kids stood waiting on my 
platform, looking frustrated.

“Step up and lead, Connor,” Uncle 
Vince shouted. “You know what they 
say, right?”

Uncle Vince had dozens of 
sayings about leadership. He loved 
to write them in my birthday cards.

Leaders don’t ask for directions—
they give them.

If you’re not leading, you’re losing.
Followers make excuses. Leaders 

take responsibility. 
“Unless you’re the lead dog . . .” 

Uncle Vince began. Then he waited 
for me to finish the quote.

“. . . you’ll never get the big 
bone?” I mumbled.

“Oh, man.” Uncle Vince rubbed 
his forehead. “Cross that sky bridge, 
boys. If Connor chickens out, then 
Braxton’s in charge.”

Uncle Vince disappeared down 
the trail. Mateo reached out and 
pulled me back onto the platform.

“I didn’t actually want you to push 
me,” I said, glaring at him.

Mateo shrugged. “Now you know 
the safety line will hold. You can do 
the rest of the course without fear.”

I hated to admit it, but he was 
right. We clipped, zipped and 
tripped our way through the rest  
of the ropes course without me 
freezing once.

I laughed a lot too. 

Back of the Pack
Back at camp, Uncle Vince told the 
boys to pair off for the three-legged 
obstacle course. 

Braxton clutched my arm. “I stink 
at this,” he whispered. “At least we 
can lose together.”

Uncle Vince shook his head. He 
tied Braxton’s leg to Mateo’s. “You 
two could use some time apart,”  
he said to me.

Meanwhile, I got matched with 
Larry Long Legs.

Uncle Vince insisted we all  
start at the same time, which was  
a disaster. Nick and his partner 
elbowed past us, sending Larry  
and me flying to the ground.

Connor felt like a failure 

at leadership camp, until

he learned the secret.
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Nick won, of course. He broke  
the Camp Summit record . . . while 
chewing bubble gum. Meanwhile, 
Larry got so sick of me that he 
picked me up and carried me to  
the end.

I watched Mateo and Braxton 
cross the tire field. They stepped 
slowly, Mateo whispering a steady 
count: “Up, two, up, two. Good job!” 
They finished in the middle of the 
pack, but Mateo gave Braxton  
a high-five. 

“Time for the climbing wall!” 
Uncle Vince said. “Three climbers  
at a time. Ring the bell at the top, 
then rappel down. Easy-peasy.”

Braxton stared at the 30-foot  
wall as he stepped into the safety 
harness. “No way,” he said.

“Forget the bell,” Mateo told 
him. “Try going halfway, then see 
how you feel.”

Braxton took a quick breath 
and nodded. We started our climb 
. . . but never got close to the bell.

Braxton’s arms were shaking.
I tried to think of an inspiring 

quote. Something to get my friend 
to the top of the wall. But I had 
nothing.

“I’m going back, Connor,” he said.
I rappelled down with Braxton so 

he wouldn’t feel like a total loser.

Nick stepped forward. “I’ll show 
you how it’s done, boys.” He blew 
the biggest bubble I’d ever seen, 
then attacked the wall. He didn’t just 
ring the bell once. He actually played 
“Jingle Bells.”

This guy was getting under my 
skin. 

Team Nick
Nick won event after event. He 
even raced to the head of the 
lunch line.

“Why is he here?” I grumbled. 
“Nick doesn’t need to learn 

anything about leadership.”
“Running in front isn’t the same as 

leading,” Mateo said. He fiddled with 
a compass dangling from a carabiner 
attached to his belt loop.

After lunch, we gathered at the 
lodge for the last big test of the day.

“You’ll race to Leadership Lake,” 
Uncle Vince announced. “Divide into 
teams of any size.”

Nick raised both hands over his 
head, motioning kids to join him. 
“Team Nick, Team Nick, Team Nick!”

He was actually starting a chant—
for his own team. And it worked. 
Kids rushed to Nick like he was 
offering free candy.

Uncle Vince raised one hand to 
quiet the crowd. “I’ve got a trail map 
for team leaders. Each team must 

bring back a canoe paddle to prove 
you reached the lake.”

He handed Nick a map. Nick spit 
a massive wad of gum into it, then 
stuffed the map in his pocket. His 
team cheered.

Braxton and I hadn’t moved. 
Mateo also stood by himself.

“First team back gets a pizza 
party,” Uncle Vince said.

“We’ll take pepperoni,” Nick 
replied. More clapping and cheering. 
The group stormed out of the lodge.

Uncle Vince looked at Braxton 
and me. “Are you two not joining 
Team Nick?”

“Follow the guy who used the 
map as a gum wrapper?” Braxton 
said. “No, thanks.” 

Uncle Vince laughed. “OK, then. 
Which one of you will lead?”

“Actually, Uncle Vince,” I said,  
“we want Mateo to lead us.”

Uncle Vince gave us a curious 
look, but he couldn’t hide a small 
smile.

Mateo stepped forward and took 
the map. He unfolded it on the table, 
pulled out his compass and studied 
it carefully.

“What are we waiting for?!” he 
finally shouted.

The Narrow Path
Mateo, Braxton and I ran to the 
trailhead, where Nick’s group was 
waiting for us.

“Last chance to join the winners,” 
he offered with a smirk.

“It depends which way you’re 
going,” Mateo replied.

Nick pointed to a trampled 
path. “It’s obvious. You need  
a wide road to bring boats to the 
lake,” he said.

Uncle Vince walked up, put  
a whistle in his mouth and blew  
 it to start the race.

“Let’s go!” Nick shouted. Team 
Nick charged ahead.

Mateo shook his head. “That 
route snakes through a swamp 

before it reaches the lake. If they try 
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to take a shortcut, they’ll come back 
so muddy your uncle will have to 
hose them down.”

Braxton laughed. “I’d like to see 
that.”

Mateo started a slow jog up  
a steep, narrow path. “Just curious,” 
he said, “but why choose me?”

“Because you helped me on the 
ropes course,” I said.

He grinned. “You just needed  
a little push.”

“Plus, you have your own 
compass,” Braxton added.

As we hiked, Mateo pointed out 
patches of poison oak that had 
overgrown the trail. He circled wide 
around them—and we followed. He 
showed us plants with roots that we 
could eat if we got lost.

“How do you know this stuff?” 
Braxton asked.

Mateo ducked under a low-
hanging branch. “My dad is a forest 
ranger. He’s taken me on trails since  
I was a kid.”

I elbowed Braxton. “I guess we 
picked the right guy to follow.”

Braxton laughed. “We’re terrible 
leaders.”

“Not 
necessarily,” 
Mateo said. 
“What do you 
think makes  
a good leader?”

“Leaders never quit,” Braxton 
said, quoting Uncle Vince.

“They get in front and stay in 
front,” I added.

Mateo scoffed. “Nick never quit, 
but he led his team way off course.”

Our group soon reached the lake. 
There were no paddles in sight.

“Do you think Nick got here first?” 
I asked.

“No chance,” Mateo replied.
“Hey guys,” Braxton said. “I found 

the paddle.” He pointed to a lone 
canoe about 50 feet offshore . . . 
then dove in and started swimming.

“Way to go, Brax!” Mateo 
shouted.

We ran back to camp, Braxton’s 
shoes squeaking with 

each step. Uncle 

Vince beamed when he saw us.
“What did you learn, boys?” he 

asked.
“A good leader gets his feet wet,” 

Braxton said.
“He cares about his teammates,” 

Mateo added.
“Most of all, a good leader knows 

who to follow,” I said.
Uncle Vince nodded. “Sounds like 

you’ve all got the mark of great 
leaders.”

About an hour later, Nick’s team 
trudged out of the woods, looking 
muddy, sore and exhausted. 

“How you fellas doing?” Uncle 
Vince asked. “Did you learn anything 
about leadership?”

“Yeah,” someone shouted. “We 
are never following Nick again!” 

“I am the light of the world.
— — — — — —     — — —     — — — — — — —     — —     — — — —    — — — — —      
    1       2      3       4      2      5              6      7     4              8      4       9      9     4     6     10             11     5              6       12     9       9            2       5      13      5      14 

— — — —     — —     — — —     — — — — — — — —      — — —     — — — — 
   6      1       9      15             12     2              16      7      5              17      1       14     15      2       5      10     10              18     19    16            6     12      9      9    

— — — —     — — —     — — — — —     — —     — — — — .”
   7       1      13      5             16     7       5              9      12     20     7      16             4       8              9       12      8      5

A
ns

w
er

 (h
ol

d 
up

 to
 a

 m
ir

ro
r)

:

“A
nyone w
ho follow
s M
e w
ill never w
alk in the darkness but  

w
ill have the light of life.”

Connor learned that good leaders serve 
others and follow One greater than 
themselves. Solve this puzzle to see what 
the Bible says about following Jesus.

The first word in each pair contains a 
letter that is missing in the second word. 
Find the missing letter, then fill in the 
blanks to reveal John 8:12.

 1. — leader elder
 2. — harness shares
 3. — safety feast
 4. — shoulder hurdles
 5. — campsite impacts
 6. — answer snare
 7. — path tap
 8. — forest store
 9. — rappel paper
 10. — canoes ocean

 11. — teams seat
 12. — direction doctrine
 13. — prove rope
 14. — first fist
 15. — knife fine
 16. — trail liar
 17. — paddle pedal
 18. — obstacle locates
 19. — route tore
 20. — bridge bride
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Some people wonder what chocolate bunnies 
have to do with Easter. 

It’s a good question. Personally, I worry more 
about those little yellow marshmallow chicks. 
Chocolate bunnies look fake. But those tiny 
marshmallow chicks look real (shudder). Unless, 
or course, you put them in the microwave. Then 
they puff up like balloons.

When my twin brother, Wellington, and I were 
kids in Alaska, our favorite part of Easter was the 

chocolate . . . and the jelly beans. Every year, 
Granddad would buy each of us a 3-foot 
chocolate rabbit from the local chocolatier.  

I loved the gumdrop eyes and licorice whiskers!
When I was 10 years old, our family butler, 

Bradford, invited us to an Easter sunrise service.
“What time is sunrise? Noon?” my father 

asked.
“No, sir,” Bradford replied. “I believe the 

service starts at 6 o’clock in the morning.”
My parents gasped.
I liked Bradford, so I offered to go with him. We 

woke up early and rode the limousine to church.
I heard how God’s Son, Jesus, died to pay  

the price for all the bad things I’d ever done.  
I remembered lying about who broke the toaster 
(me), who let the moose into the bathroom (also 
me) and who painted the floor lime green to 
match his slippers (yep, me again).

Then the pastor told us that Jesus rose from 
the dead so we could live with Him forever! 

Wow, I thought. Anybody who would do that 
must really love me. 

Bradford helped me turn my thoughts into 
prayers. I asked Jesus to forgive me and to be my 
best friend, Lord and Savior.

I felt as if the world was brand-new. I was 
brand-new! And I couldn’t wait to tell my family 
about Jesus.

I was full of joy . . . until I got home.

That’s when I saw that Wellington had eaten 
my bunny—and his! After I’d left for church, he 
had snuck downstairs and eaten 6 feet of 
rabbit. Was any candy left? Only two 
chocolate ears, half a licorice whisker and  
a gumdrop eye, which Wellington dropped 
when I caught him.

I wanted to bash Wellington with my Easter 
basket. But as I looked at the broken bunny 

pieces, I remembered how Jesus broke himself 
for my sins. I forgave Wellington, even though  
he didn’t apologize. (I could tell he was sorry by 
the way he groaned and held his tummy.) Then  
I snatched up the broken candy bits before the 
“five-second rule” expired.

As I nibbled a bunny ear, I had a smile on my 
face—and a bigger smile in my heart. 

Better Than

a Giant Bunny

by Torry Martin
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Whenever I do a team 
project, people have ideas I 
don’t like. I want to let them 

do some of the work, but sometimes 
their ideas aren’t very realistic. 
What do I do when that happens? 

Teeming With Ideas, 13, Santa Clarita, California

Every group needs a leader, and it sound like you’re 
that person. Sometimes it seems easier to do all the 
work on group projects. But there’s a lot to learn 
about working as a team. Listening is important. 
Look for ways to incorporate your classmates’ 
ideas into yours. Then they’ll be more excited 
about the project and do a better job. 
Proverbs 18:1-2 reminds us, “One who 
isolates himself pursues selfish desires. . . . 
A fool does not delight in understanding, 
but only wants to show off his opinions.” 

Once you develop a plan for the project, 
help coordinate jobs without being bossy. 
Ask others what parts of the project they’d 
like to do. Everyone has different strengths to 
contribute. When teammates listen to each other 
and work together, the end product can be amazing 
. . . and may include making new friends. 

I spend way too much time  
on my tablet. If someone  
is talking to me, I mostly 

ignore them. Please help me! 
Electronics Overload, Concord, New Hampshire

Clubhouse readers, how do you balance time with 
technology? Send your advice (along with any 
questions you may have) to:

Ask Away, Clubhouse magazine
8605 Explorer Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

In Canada, write to:
Focus on the Family
19946 80A Ave.
Langley, BC V2Y 0J8

Be sure to include your name, birth date and full 
address.

I just became a member of  
a water ski club. The people 
say bad words a lot. I’m 

worried they will make fun of me  
if I don’t use those words. What  
do I do?

Loss for Words, 11, Fenton, Michigan

Don’t follow bad examples out of fear. Proverbs 29:25 
says, “The fear of man is a snare, but the one who 
trusts in the LORD is protected.” Instead of focusing 
on what might happen if other people notice you 
don’t talk the way they do, pray for God to help you 
say what’s right.

Even though the people at your club might not be 
the nicest, use this as an opportunity to be a good 
example. Make sure what you say glorifies God. 
Encourage others with your words. Don’t gossip or 
tear people down. 

Sometimes people might make fun of you for not 
doing the same things they do. But when you try to do 
what is right, you’re honoring God and showing 
another path to follow.  
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This Easter think about what Jesus did on the Cross. Jesus is so great that the Bible is full  

of names and words to describe Him.

In each row, find an eight-letter name or description of Jesus by using one letter from  

each box. (The first one has been done for you.) Use different letters from each box to  

spell a six-letter word down each column. Write the remaining letters row by row in the 

spaces below to see what Jesus’ sacrifice means.
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    —Romans 10:13
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Name That Saves
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